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Big Changes to Construction in Saskatchewan! 
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The industry experienced various changes to construction requirements in January of 2018 with the provincial 
adoption of the 2015 National Building Code of Canada. Further changes to construction requirements in 
Saskatchewan occurred on January 1, 2019 with the adoption of the National Energy Code for Buildings 2017 
(NECB) and Section 9.36. of the National Building Code of Canada 2015 (NBC).  

MuniCode Services Ltd. wants to make the transition of the energy requirements as smooth as possible, which is 
why our office has advanced our education by attending as many workshops, conferences, and meetings that were 
offered these last 12 months in the province.  

How Does This Affect Current Construction? 
It means additional information required when applying for building permits. Although both the scope of the 
NECB 2017 and Section 9.36. of the NBC apply to only new heated buildings and heated additions, as per the 
Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act, the Government of Saskatchewan has expanded the scope of 
energy requirements to include alterations and renovations of existing heated buildings.  

For buildings that fall within the scope of Part 3 of the NBC, the NECB will apply. Along with all other building 
components required to be designed by an engineer or architect for Part 3 buildings, the NECB will have the same 
requirements. The changes and requirements for complying with NECB should be discussed with the project 
designer as soon as possible as the requirements are project specific. 

For the requirements of Section 9.36., although the Section is within Part 9 of the NBC, Section 9.36. only 
applies to the following occupancies: 

1. Buildings of residential occupancy within Part 9,
2. Buildings containing business and personal services, mercantile or low-hazard industrial occupancies within

Part 9 whose combined total floor area does not exceed 300 m2 (excluding parking garages that serve
residential occupancies, and

3. Buildings containing a mix of the residential and non-residential occupancies described in (1) and (2).

If you have any questions or comments we would love to hear from you! Email service@municode.ca and your question could be 
featured in one of our next newsletters. 
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An important thing to note from the requirements/scope is that buildings which 
include a medium-hazard occupancy within the scope of Part 9, or buildings 
that have a combined floor area greater than 300 m2 (even if the building area is 
less than 900 m2) must be have the energy portion of the building designed 
under the scope of the NECB – which means an engineer or architect licensed in 
Saskatchewan must be involved in that portion of the project.  

What Do These Changes Mean? 
All new heated buildings and heated additions will have to comply with energy requirements. With these 
requirements, there are three different ways of determining compliance: 

1. Prescriptive Method – Which is a “cookbook” of the code requirements that is used to go through each 
component of the building (ie. electrical, mechanical, wall systems, roof system, floor systems, etc.) to 
determine individual conformance.

2. Trade-off Method – This method is also a “cookbook” option however trading can only happen with 
each separate discipline/component. This option allows for the designer to have flexibility where it may 
not be feasible or it is too costly to meet energy requirements. For example, there may be one large 
window in a house, which could be costly due to the new requirements. One way to reduce the window 
cost of one large window is to increase the energy performance of multiple smaller windows increase 
the insulation in the other 3 walls.

3. Performance Method – This method requires a designer to model the entire building and systems in 
computer software to analyze the energy performance of all building systems together. And that is 
something that the designer can trade requirements from other components of the building. Same 
example with the walk out wall, but instead of increasing the insulation in the other walls, the designer 
could increase insulation in the ceiling or increase the mechanical system.

The biggest take away from the three different types of compliance is the flexibility of design with building 
materials vs. requiring a designer. The performance method is the most flexible 
method of achieving compliance with current construction requirements however it 
does require a designer that is competent with modeling the building properly, 
which must be coordinated to ensure there are no delays in your design and during 
construction. 

Want to Know More? 
MuniCode had originally planned on hosting a presentation similar to the 2015 National Building 
Code changes that was offered in the fall of 2017 however with all of the different workshops that 
have been provided this year we thought it would not be beneficial. In talking with multiple builders 
and designers recently, it seems there may still be an interest in our office providing a presentation 
for the new energy requirements. If this is something that you are interested in, please email our 
office at service@municode.ca with questions that you have or areas that you require clarification in 
order for our office to determine if there is adequate interest in the presentation.  

Within the requirements of Section 9.36., the following 
buildings/developments do not apply to: 

1. New unheated buildings,
2. Detached unheated garages, and

3. Seasonal buildings where no heating units are installed.
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